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How Can USDOE ARPA Funds Be Used: 

Per USDOE Guidelines the following information was copied for your benefit to better 

understand what funding under the ARPA (American Recovery Plan Act) can be used to: 

• Implement COVID-19 prevention strategies to safely reopen schools and maximize in-person 

instruction and that align with public health guidance, including upgrading school facilities for 

healthy learning environments;  

• Address the impact of lost instructional time by supporting the implementation of evidence-

based interventions that respond to students’ social, emotional, and academic needs;  

• Address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on students of color, students from low-

income backgrounds, students with disabilities, English learners, students who are migratory, 

students experiencing homelessness, students in correctional facilities, and students in foster 

care;  

• Provide afterschool, or other out-of-school time, programs that address students’ social, 

emotional, and academic needs;  

• Address the mental health needs of students, including through using funds to hire counselors 

and other staff;  

• Provide integrated student supports, including through the use of full-service community 

schools;  

• Provide students with evidence-based summer learning and enrichment programs, including 

through partnerships with community-based organizations;  

• Connect K-12 students to high-quality home internet and/or devices;  

• Stabilize and diversify the educator workforce and rebuild the educator pipeline;   

• Provide children and youth experiencing homelessness with integrated student support 

services and assistance with attending school/participating in activities; and  

• Provide for any activities allowed under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 

as amended (ESEA), the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century 

Act (Perkins V), and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

These funds also provide an opportunity to address the most urgent needs of students, 

teachers, and staff while making the kinds of investments that build state, district, and school 

capacity in ways that sustain meaningful and effective teaching and learning. If well-invested, 

funding through ARP can help address gaps in educational opportunity and outcomes — 

not just during the COVID-19 pandemic, but beyond. 


