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 *The memorandum presents a summary of achievement gaps in recent years between white, black, and 
Hispanic students living in the state of Nevada and attending the school districts of Clark County and Washoe 
County.  
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Comparison of Proficiency and Graduation Gaps 

State of Nevada’s Clark County and Washoe County School Districts 

By Bradley Carl, Ph.D. & Kevin Green, Ph.D. 

 

This memorandum was prepared by Dr. Bradley Carl, who is a researcher in the Wisconsin Center for 

Education Research at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, at the request of Dr. Robert L. Green, Dean and 

Professor Emeritus at Michigan State University on behalf of the Clark County Black Caucus.  The 

memorandum presents a summary of achievement gaps in recent years between white, black, and Hispanic 

students living in the state of Nevada and attending the school districts of Clark County and Washoe County. 

These achievement gaps were measured by two key indicators:  

1) Proficiency rates on the Nevada state assessment in Mathematics and Reading at grades 4 and 8  

2) Cohort graduation rates   

Here is a summary of key data extracted from the two largest school districts in the State Nevada:  

 Grade 4 Math:  

The proficiency rates for white students are 25-30 points higher than for black students, and the gap 

has increased somewhat in recent years. On the other hand, white-Hispanic proficiency gaps are 

approximately 15 percentage points and have remained largely unchanged.  

 

 Grade 4 Reading:  

The white-black proficiency gaps are 25-30 percentage points and are largely unchanged, while the 

white-Hispanic gaps are 20-25 percentage points and have decreased somewhat in recent years. 

 

 Grade 8 Math:  

The white-black proficiency gaps are approximately 30 percentage points and have decreased slightly, 

while the white-Hispanic gaps are approximately 20 points and have decreased in recent years. 

 

 Grade 8 Reading:  

The white-black proficiency gaps are approximately 30 percentage points and largely unchanged, while 

the white-Hispanic gaps are 20-25 percentage points and have improved. 

 

 Cohort Graduation Rates:  

The current white-black gap is approximately 25 percentage points while white-Hispanic gap is 17 

percentage points, while both showed slight improvement from years 2011-12 to 2012-13. 
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In essence, Black and Hispanic students lag significantly behind their White counterparts in both reading and 

math at the 4th and 8th grade levels. In general, the achievement of Black students is slightly below that of 

Hispanic students in both reading and math at both grade levels. The Hispanic-white and the Black-white 

graduation rate gap ranges from 17-25 percentage points. 

 

 

 

*This report was prepared at the request of Mrs. Yvette Williams, Caucus Chair, Clark County Black Caucus for 

presentation on January 22, 2014 to the Nevada Legislative Committee on Education by the Clark County Black 

Caucus, and expert testimony from education consultant Dr. Robert L. Green, Author and Professor Emeritus 

Michigan State University;  Dr. Bradley Carl, Ph.D. Author and Associate Director Value-Added Research Center 

(VARC), housed within the Wisconsin Center for Education Research at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

and Dr. Kevin K. Green, Ph.D. Senior Scientist and CEO of Akasha Learning Inc. co-authored this report.  

 

Contact Info: 

Robert L. Green, Ph.D.  greenro3@msu.edu  

Bradley Carl, Ph.D.  brcarl@wisc.edu 

Kevin K. Green, Ph.D.  kevin.green@akashalearning.com  

Yvette Williams, Caucus Chair  ccblackcaucus@gmail.com  
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